A Case for Faith – Objection #6
How Can Anyone Worship a God Who Would Punish Men in Hell

I. Jesus Taught the Existence of Hell – some of the strongest assertions that there is a literal hell come from Jesus Christ:
A. Matt. 10:28 And fear not them which kill the body, but are not able to kill the soul: but rather fear him which is able to destroy both soul and body in hell.
B. Parable of the Tares, concerning final judgment:  Matt. 13:39-42 … the harvest is the end of the world; and the reapers are the angels. As therefore the tares are gathered and burned in the fire; so shall it be in the end of this world. The Son of man shall send forth his angels, and they shall gather out of his kingdom all things that offend, and them which do iniquity; and shall cast them into a furnace of fire: there shall be wailing and gnashing of teeth.
C. Jesus’ warning of the final judgment, given in Olivet Discourse - Matt. 25:41 Then shall he say also unto them on the left hand, Depart from me, ye cursed, into everlasting fire, prepared for the devil and his angels:
D. Jesus stern warning of hell is seen in this vivid story (not a parable) - Luke 16:19-28 "There was a certain rich man… [and] a certain beggar named Lazarus… The rich man also died and was buried.  And being in torments in Hades, he lifted up his eyes and saw Abraham afar off, and Lazarus in his bosom.  Then he cried and said, 'Father Abraham, have mercy on me, and send Lazarus that he may dip the tip of his finger in water and cool my tongue; for I am tormented in this flame.'  But Abraham said, 'Son, remember that in your lifetime you received your good things, and likewise Lazarus evil things; but now he is comforted and you are tormented.  And besides all this, between us and you there is a great gulf fixed, so that those who want to pass from here to you cannot, nor can those from there pass to us.'  Then he said, 'I beg you therefore, father, that you would send him to my father's house, for I have five brothers, that he may testify to them, lest they also come to this place of torment.'  

II. The Bible Teaches That There Is a Hell 
A. [bookmark: b]The ultimate description of the Great White Throne Judgment – Rev. 20:11-15 Then I saw a great white throne and Him who sat on it, from whose face the earth and the heaven fled away.  And there was found no place for them.  And I saw the dead, small and great, standing before God, and books were opened. And another book was opened, which is the Book of Life.  And the dead were judged according to their works, by the things which were written in the books. The sea gave up the dead who were in it, and Death and Hades delivered up the dead who were in them. And they were judged, each one according to his works.  Then Death and Hades were cast into the lake of fire.  This is the second death.  And anyone not found written in the Book of Life was cast into the lake of fire.
B. Jesus return at King of Kings and Lord of Lords - 2 Thess. 7-9 … Lord Jesus is revealed from heaven with His mighty angels, in flaming fire taking vengeance on those who do not know God, and on those who do not obey the gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ.  These shall be punished with everlasting destruction from the presence of the Lord and from the glory of His power,
C. Reincarnation is not Biblical - Heb. 9:27 And as it is appointed for men to die once, but after this the judgment.
 
III. God’s Justice Demands a Hell
A. God is absolutely holy, and sin cannot dwell in His presence: Hab 1:13 You are of purer eyes than to behold evil, And cannot look on wickedness.
B. Not all justice is accomplished in this life, but a place of ultimate judgment exists - Psalm 73:3-18 For I was envious of the boastful, when I saw the prosperity of the wicked… And they say, "How does God know? And is there knowledge in the Most High?"… Behold, these are the ungodly, who are always at ease… Surely I have cleansed my heart in vain… When I thought how to understand this, It was too painful for me--  until I went into the sanctuary of God; then I understood their end. Surely You set them in slippery places; You cast them down to destruction.

IV. God’s Love Demands that Hell Exists
A. God acts persuasively, not coercively.  Mankind has intrinsic, not instrumental value - 1 John 4:16 … God is love.  “The Irresistible and the Indisputable are the two weapons which the very nature of his scheme forbids him to use.  Merely to override a human will… would be for Him useless.  He cannot ravish.  He can only woo” (C.S. Lewis, Screwtape Letters).  
B. Those who do not choose to love God must be allowed not to love Him.  Those who do not wish to be with Him, must be allowed to be separated from Him.  Hell allows separation from God. 


V.  God’s Sovereignty Demands a Hell
A. Unless there is a hell, there is no final victory over evil.  What frustrates good is evil – the wheat and tares cannot grow together forever.  In eternity, good must triumph over evil, or God is not in ultimate control.  1 Cor. 15:20-28 But now Christ is risen from the dead… For since by man came death, by Man also came the resurrection of the dead.  For as in Adam all die, even so in Christ all shall be made alive…  Then comes the end, when He delivers the kingdom to God the Father, when He puts an end to all rule and all authority and power.  For He must reign till He has put all enemies under His feet… that God may be all in all.  
B. The Cross of Christ implies a hell.  At the center of Christianity is the cross – without it there is no salvation – it is the very reason for which Christ came into the world.  If there wasn’t a separation from God in hell awaiting sinful man, why would Christ have had to die?  Christ death is robbed of eternal significance unless there is an eternal separation from God from which people need to be delivered.  I Cor 1:17-18 For Christ did not send me to baptize, but to preach the gospel, not with wisdom of words, lest the cross of Christ should be made of no effect.  I Cor. 15:3 For I delivered to you first of all that which I also received: that Christ died for our sins according to the Scriptures.  Heb 1-:10-14… we have been sanctified through the offering of the body of Jesus Christ once for all… But this Man, after He had offered one sacrifice for sins forever, sat down iat the right hand of God, from that time waiting till His enemies are made His footstool.  For by one offering He has perfected forever those who are being sanctified. 

VI. The Nature and Location of Hell
A.  Hell is a place of darkness – Matt. 8:12 But the sons of the kingdom will be cast out into outer darkness. There will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.” 
B. Hell is the other direction for God – Matt. 25:41 - Relational separation, not necessarily spatial – out of His presence.
C. Hell is a horrifying reality, like being left outside in the dark forever.   It is also described as a perpetually burning dump, a bottomless pit, a prison, a place of anguish and regret. 

D. C.S. Lewis described it as, “The Great Divorce” in his book of that title.

E. It is not described as a torture chamber – a false view of hell that creates objections to Christianity.  Any torment is self-inflicted by willful rejection of God’s love, mercy, and unbounded grace.  

F. Hell is living with the consequences of our own bad choices – it is the weeping and gnashing of teeth that result from the realization that we deserve these consequences, but they were entirely avoidable as the grace of God worked to persuade of His goodness.

G. Hell is everlasting – it will last as long as God does; as long as Heaven does – [Gk. aionion = everlasting] Matt 25:41; Matt 12:31-32 Therefore I say to you, every sin and blasphemy will be forgiven men, but the blasphemy against the Spirit will not be forgiven men.  Anyone who speaks a word against the Son of Man, it will be forgiven him; but whoever speaks against the Holy Spirit, it will not be forgiven him, either in this age or in the age to come.  A place of gnashing of teeth does not indicate a more godly or reformed disposition, rather a more stubborn and rigid rebellion.  After people have been in hell for some time, their continued rebellion would give more justification of God’s punishment of them.   How can a place devoid of God’s restraining grace accomplish what no efforts of His grace on earth could do – namely, bring about a repentant heart.  If hell could reform wicked sinners, then they would be saved without Christ – who is the sole means of salvation.  Suffering has no tendency to soften the heart –it hardens it more (Pharaoh).  

H. There are degrees of judgment in hell Matt. 11:20-24 Then He began to rebuke the cities in which most of His mighty works had been done, because they did not repent:  “Woe to you, Chorazin! Woe to you, Bethsaida! For if the mighty works which were done in you had been done in Tyre and Sidon, they would have repented long ago in sackcloth and ashes.  But I say to you, it will be more tolerable for Tyre and Sidon in the day of judgment than for you.  And you, Capernaum, who are exalted to heaven, will be brought down to Hades; for if the mighty works which were done in you had been done in Sodom, it would have remained until this day.  But I say to you that it shall be more tolerable for the land of Sodom in the day of judgment than for you.”
