A Case for Faith – Objection #5
It’s Offensive to Claim Jesus is the Only Way to God

I. The offense that Jesus is the only way to God is consistent with a culture that rejects absolutes of any kind, especially the notion of absolute truth.  The complementary worldview that rejects an absolute truth, embraces relativism.  No facts are considered to be totally true at all times.   A relevant worldview says that what may be true for one, is not necessarily true for others.

II. The only authentic Christian view is that Jesus is the only way to God, and is no other.  Any other truth claim that is contrary, is false.  (Truth Claim: a concept or doctrine that says it alone if the truth and all others are false.)  How do we know something is true:

a. The first way is by authority.  Most of what we think is true is not because we’ve discovered it ourselves, but because someone we trusted told us these things.  We take the words of experts all the time: from doctors to auto repairmen, to astronomers, microbiologists, etc.
b. Secondly, when we say a thing is true, it corresponds to the way we know the world really is.  This test applied to religious truth: the truth fits the world in which we live.  Hinduism claims that the world does not exist, but God is having a dream and we are part of the dream.  Man’s “salvation” requires transcending the illusion to get back to the godhead.   Only Christianity and Judaism take the real world seriously, and don’t dismiss it as an allusion.  Some speculate that is why modern science has advanced in the west, and not the east.
c.  Thirdly, the truth claim must be consistent with the view that all of creation is designed, or has a purpose.  We say something is unhealthy based on the fact that there is a “healthy” design.  

III. We are misinformed if we think that only Christianity makes a truth claim to being the only way to God
a. Hinduism asserts three truth claims: the law of moral cause and effect, reincarnation, and the authority of the Vedas  (the most ancient Hindu scriptures – practically unknown to average Hindus, but the basis of later texts that are used for Hindu doctrine and practice).
b. Buddhists reject the authority of the Vedas, and the caste system - upon which the Brahmins of Hinduism base their authority.  Buddhists are essentially animists (thinking the divine exists in all things).  Very superstitious.
c. Muslims claim they have the single truth, and share it by the edge of the sword.  Its practices treat women as chattel property, lying to infidels is completely appropriate.  The Koran must be taught/learned in Arabic.
d. Christians have the truth, but sharing in a culturally sensitive and loving way is critical to our effectiveness.
 
IV. Four Fundamental Questions – which every religious worldview seeks to answer.  Use to measure the truth claim of each:
a. Origin
b. Meaning
c. Morality
d. Destiny

Only the answers of Christianity satisfy our demand for consistency and reality.  There is a coherence among Christianity’s responses to these questions that exists with no others.

V. How a person treats his neighbor is important, but more important that what he believes.  What we believes determines how we live.  Live isn’t about being a moral being – Jesus did not come to show us how to live: He came to make dead people alive.  If life were about morality, that how we live would be the most important thing (though still connected to what we believe).  But life is about more than morality – for no man can live up to God’s standard of righteousness.  All philosophers that excluded God in their worldview, have tried to define what moral living is – and could not.

VI. Christianity’s Response to Forgiveness:  David Berkowitz vs. the self-righteous who does not need God.

VII. What About Those Who Haven’t Heard
