A Case For Faith – Objection #4 –
God Isn’t Worth of Worship if He Kills Innocent Children

Principles of Understanding God’s Ways
· Don’t confuse what the Bible records as human history, with what God approves (David’s lies and adultery)
· Don’t confuse man’s wisdom with God’s wisdom.  Our understanding is limited, as is our perspective.
· Psalm 103:11  For as the heaven is high above the earth, so great is His mercy toward them that fear him. 
· Isaiah 55:9  For as the heavens are higher than the earth, so are My ways higher than your ways, and My thoughts than your thoughts.
· Examine a scripture, know its context, language used in translation, only the original manuscripts were inspired
· 2 Sam 12:31  And he brought forth the people that were therein, and put them under saws, and under harrows of iron, and under axes of iron, and made them pass through the brick-kiln: and thus did he unto all the cities of the children of Ammon. 
· 2 Sam 12:31 and brought out the people who were there, consigning them to labor with saws and with iron picks and axes, and he made them work at brickmaking. He did this to all the Ammonite towns.
· God’s character is absolutely holy, and He must judge rebellion.
· Exodus 12:29-33 And it came to pass, that at midnight the LORD smote all the firstborn in the land of Egypt, from the firstborn of Pharaoh that sat on his throne unto the firstborn of the captive that was in the dungeon… And Pharaoh rose up in the night, he, and all his servants, and all the Egyptians; and there was a great cry in Egypt; for there was not a house where there was not one dead. And he called for Moses and Aaron by night, and said, Rise up, and get you forth from among my people, both ye and the children of Israel; and go, serve the LORD, as ye have said...  And the Egyptians were urgent upon the people, that they might send them out of the land in haste; for they said, We be all dead men. 
· God’s is merciful – if anyone repents of their sin and responds to God, he will let them escape judgment. Ninavites
· Nobody is truly innocent, all have sinned, and God is entirely justified in judging all mankind for our sin
· Psalm 51:1-2, 5 Have mercy upon me, O God, according to thy lovingkindness: according unto the multitude of thy tender mercies blot out my transgressions. Wash me throughly from mine iniquity, and cleanse me from my sin.  Behold, I was shapen in iniquity; and in sin did my mother conceive me.
· People assume that what is wrong for us is also wrong for God.  This is not true.  It’s wrong for us to take a life because we did not create it, but God created all life and He can therefore, take life.
· Socially and physically, throughout history the fate of children has always been with their parents – whether that’s for good or ill. (Amalekites) (People of Jericho)
· Deut 25:17-18  Remember what Amalek did unto thee by the way, when ye were come forth out of Egypt; How he met thee by the way, and smote the hindmost of thee, even all that were feeble behind thee, when thou wast faint and weary; and he feared not God.
· Exod 18:8-13 Then came Amalek, and fought with Israe… and Moses said unto Joshua, Choose us out men, and go out, fight with Amalek… so Joshua did as Moses had said to him, and fought with Amalek… Joshua discomfited Amalek and his people with the edge of the sword.
· God is not capricious, nor is He arbitrary in His judgments.  He is undeniably just and His nature demands that He deal with corrupt people who stubbornly and willfully and persist in evil.  
· Joshua 2:9-14 And she [Rahab] said unto the men, I know that the LORD hath given you the land, and that your terror is fallen upon us, and that all the inhabitants of the land faint because of you. For we have heard how the LORD dried up the water of the Red sea for you, when ye came out of Egypt; and what ye did unto the two kings of the Amorites, that were on the other side Jordan, Sihon and Og, whom ye utterly destroyed.  And as soon as we had heard these things, our hearts did melt, neither did there remain any more courage in any man, because of you: for the LORD your God, he is God in heaven above, and in earth beneath.  Now therefore, I pray you, swear unto me by the LORD, since I have showed you kindness, that ye will also show kindness unto my father's house, and give me a true token:  And that ye will save alive my father, and my mother, and my brethren, and my sisters, and all that they have, and deliver our lives from death. And the men answered her, Our life for yours, if ye utter not this our business. And it shall be, when the LORD hath given us the land, that we will deal kindly and truly with thee.
· God moved to protect the Israelites, who would bring forth the Messiah.  When Israel sinned, God did not spare His judgment of them.
· 2 Kings 2:23-25 And he went up from thence unto Bethel: and as he was going up by the way, there came forth little children [youths – NIV]  out of the city, and mocked him, and said unto him, Go up, thou bald head; go up, thou bald head. And he turned back, and looked on them, and cursed them in the name of the LORD. And there came forth two she bears out of the wood, and tare forty and two children of them. And he went from thence to mount Carmel, and from thence he returned to Samaria.
· 1 Kings 20:13-15 And, behold, there came a prophet unto Ahab king of Israel, saying, Thus saith the LORD, Hast thou seen all this great multitude? behold, I will deliver it into thine hand this day; and thou shalt know that I am the LORD. And Ahab said, By whom? And he said, Thus saith the LORD, Even by the young men of the princes of the provinces. Then he said, Who shall order the battle? And he answered, Thou. Then he numbered the young men of the princes of the provinces, and they were two hundred and thirty two: and after them he numbered all the people, even all the children of Israel, being seven thousand.
· Wesley’s Notes: Or, young men: as this Hebrew word often signifies. It is more than probable they were old enough to discern between good and evil. The city - Beth - el was the mother - city of idolatry, where the prophets planted themselves, that they might bear witness against it, and dissuade the people from it; though, it seems, they had but small success there. Mocked him - With great petulancy and vehemency, as the word signifies; deriding both his person and ministry, and that from a profane contempt of the true religion, and a passionate love to that idolatry which they knew he opposed. Go up - Go up into heaven, whither thou pretendest Elijah is gone. Why didst not thou accompany thy friend and master to heaven? Bald - head - So they mock his natural infirmity, which is a great sin. The repetition shows their heartiness and earnestness, that it was no sudden slip of their tongue, but a scoff proceeding from a rooted impiety and hatred of God and his prophets. And very probably it was their usual practice, to jeer the prophets as they went along the streets that they might expose them to contempt, and if possible drive them out of their town. Had the abuse done to Elisha been the first offence of the kind, they might not have been so severely punished. But mocking the messengers of the Lord, was one of the crying sins of Israel.
· But to those who repent and turn to Him, God is compassionate, merciful, and kind.  In the end, we shall all see the fairness of God.
· The fall of man in the Garden of Eden resulted in consequences throughout the creation.  It affected the soul of men, but also animals and the earth.
· Genesis 3:14-19 And the LORD God said unto the serpent, Because thou hast done this, thou art cursed above all cattle, and above every beast of the field; upon thy belly shalt thou go, and dust shalt thou eat all the days of thy life: and I will put enmity between thee and the woman, and between thy seed and her seed; it shall bruise thy head, and thou shalt bruise his heel.  Unto the woman he said, I will greatly multiply thy sorrow and thy conception; in sorrow thou shalt bring forth children…  And unto Adam he said… cursed is the ground for thy sake; in sorrow shalt thou eat of it all the days of thy life; Thorns also and thistles shall it bring forth to thee; and thou shalt eat the herb of the field; in the sweat of thy face shalt thou eat bread, till thou return unto the ground.
· Romans 8:22-23 For we know that the whole creation groaneth and travaileth in pain together until now. And not only they, but ourselves also, which have the firstfruits of the Spirit, even we ourselves groan within ourselves, waiting for the adoption, to wit, the redemption of our body.
